Donor-site necrosis following fibula free-flap transplantation: a report of three cases.
The free fibula flap is the microsurgeon's workhorse for the reconstruction of osseous or osteocutaneous defects. Donor-site morbidity of this flap is reported to occur infrequently, and is generally considered minor and transient. We present the case histories of three patients with necrosis at the fibula flap donor site to stress the risks and explain the possible mechanisms of such severe complications. The small risk of debilitating donor-site necrosis should be considered and discussed preoperatively with the patient.